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ABC’s of Kindergarten
I am looking forward to working with your child this year. Whether this is your first child beginning school, or your last coming through, you are probably experiencing some mixed emotions concerning school right now. I realize this and hope this information will help you and your child have an easy transition into 5K. Ms. Koene and I are very excited to have the opportunity to work with you and your child. We are here for you whenever you need us and we’re looking forward to a fabulous year!

Please refer to this packet throughout the year to answer your questions and to remain updated. If you have any questions that are not answered in the following, feel free to contact me! (
A
Absences: Please make sure that your child makes every effort to attend school, except in cases of illness or emergency. If your child will not be in school please call the office at (920) 892-4076.
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B 
Birthdays: Birthdays may be celebrated at school. 
Please let me know in advance if you plan on sending a birthday treat to school with your child. Please make sure you have arrangements on how your child will carry their treat to and from school.
Book bags: Each child will have a book bag that we will send home weekly. Inside the bag is: a leveled book that your child can read to you, a more difficult book that the parent should read and discuss with their child, and a literacy activity to play together. These can be worked on at your pace. Whenever you finish it please sign the notebook so we know you completed the activity with your child and send the bag back to school. Another bag with new contents will be sent home over the next few days.
Book orders (Scholastic): I will send home book orders once every month or so in the Friday folders. If you choose to purchase any books for your child please write out a check to Scholastic. Please return your order form and a written check in an envelope with your child's name. For every dollar you spend, we receive bonus points to purchase books and materials for our classroom! 


    
Bus:

If your child will not be riding the bus to or from school please contact the bus company A.S.A.P (920) 893-5941 and Parkview office (920)892-4076

C
Check-Out Procedures: If you need to check your child out of school early please send a note 
and stop in the office first. At dismissal we wait with children at the end of the Kindergarten hallway and wait for parents. If children ride the bus we walk them to their correct bus line. 
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Discipline: We work hard to keep the classroom a safe and positive place for everyone. During the first few weeks of school we discuss and establish classroom rules. Students are expected to make good choices and are encouraged with positive reinforcement throughout the day.
E
E-mail: kniedfeldt@plymouth.k12.wi.us
This is an excellent way to communicate with me. I check my e-mail on a daily basis. I also use Remind 101 to send class announcements.
Emergency: Please make sure your contact information is updated in case of an emergency. If your home or work phone number changes please notify the office, and myself.
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Folders:  Your child will have a folder that will be sent home each Friday that will contain papers from the office, notes from me, newsletters, etc. Please check this folder and remove any necessary papers, and return it to school the following Monday. This is where I will look for your notes, signed reports, book orders, etc. as well.
Field Trips: Information about class field trips will be in class newsletters and will be sent home in your child's Friday folder. Please make sure you have a completed background check form! 
G

Gym: Our class will have gym once a week. Please make sure your child has a pair of Velcro gym shoes that can be kept at school. These do not have to be brand new.
GREAT Year! It is my personal goal to make sure that your child has a great year and an unforgettable 5K experience. I am looking forward to a great year with the class! 
H

Help: Please help your child's educational experience by reading with them daily and talking about what they did in school. We are always looking for additional help at school, please see us!
I
Injury/Sickness at School: If your child is injured or becomes sick at school, the office or I will contact you or the person you listed on your emergency form. AN EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER MUST BE ON FILE. Let me know if there are any changes in your phone number or the emergency phone number as soon as possible.
Independence: Independence is a goal for students because it builds self-esteem and self confidence. We encourage students to do as much as they can for themselves in the classroom. 
J
Journaling: Writing takes place daily in 5K. Students will work on writing through stories and journals. Encourage your child to write at home!
K
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Library: Your child will have the opportunity to check out library books throughout the week. Whenever your child reads and returns their books they can check out more! 
M
Money: When sending money to school with your child please send it in a sealed envelope with the following information:

[image: image5.jpg]sttt ot itisedtio bttty



- Your child first and last name

- Teacher’s name

- The amount of money

- Purpose of money
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Name: Please be sure to write your child’s name on all belongings brought to school: backpacks, coats, change of clothes, etc. 
Naps: In Kindergarten we have rest time (no mats needed). Students do not have to nap but it is a quiet time when we usually listen to a story or educational video on the smart board.   
O
Office: Much of the school’s business is handled in our office. Kelly McFarlin is the secretary at Parkview. Attendance, messages, school money, and so much more takes place in the office. (920)892-4076 is the number to the office.  
Use this number to report absences, changes in pick-up or drop-off plans, or other pertinent matters.
P
Parent/ Teacher Relationship:  I feel that we must work closely together as a team to best meet the needs of your child and help him or her reach their maximum potential.  Please feel free to contact me by e-mail, note, text, or phone call. I am more than happy to discuss any comments, concerns or questions you may have during the school year! 
Pick-up: If someone different is picking up your child from school you MUST send a note or call the office. We are unable to release your child to someone we do not have listed. 
Q
R
Recess: We will have recess several times during the day. We will be on the playground as weather allows. Otherwise, we will have free choice time in the classroom. Please dress your child accordingly for outdoor weather, and send a coat/jacket when necessary. Comfortable shoes please!
Read: READ, READ, READ, with your child!

S
Sleep & Success: Make sure your child is getting enough sleep so they can be successful during school.
Snack: We will have a breakfast snack every day. More information at the parent meeting.  
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Transportation: If your child's transportation changes please notify the office and myself.
U

Unique: The special ages of five and six are a unique time of curiosity energy beyond belief and rapid learning. It is a time when the child receives his or her first impression of school. At this age children soak up information like little sponges, and are being introduced to many new concepts and ideas. We use a lot of repetition and re-learning to ensure that these basic skills are absorbed and understood for lifelong learning. 
V

Volunteers: Volunteers are welcome in the classroom throughout the year. To help your child adjust to the transition away from home, classroom volunteers will not begin until background checks have been received. If you or a family member would be interested in volunteering or helping on class field trips please contact me to fill out the necessary paperwork. If you are unable to volunteer in the classroom you may participate by sending items needed, attending special classroom activities and field trips, etc. Your support of school activities makes your child feel important and sends the message that you value school. Thanks!

W
Website: Our class website can be found at: http://pv5k.weebly.com
The school district website also allows you to check for school closings/delays. 
Writing: We will be writing in the classroom. It is also very important for your child to practice 
writing their name and letters at home. Students will use inventive spelling. Please don’t discourage your child for misspelled words.
X
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Yearly Calendar: The calendar is posted on the district website.
YOUR Input: I want you as a parent to be satisfied and feel at ease with every aspect of your child’s education. If you have any questions, comments or suggestions, feel free to contact me by phone, note, or e-mail at any time. I am always open to suggestions and willing to do what I can to best meet the needs of you and your child. 
Z

ZZZZZ’s: Make sure your child gets plenty of rest. Setting and keeping a consistent bedtime is a wonderful idea! 
Zoom: Before we know it, this year will be over. I hope we have a great year together. I am looking forward to working with each of you to ensure that your child enjoys his or her Kindergarten experience. Believe it or not, this year will zoom by.
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