
Ideas to help your child learn sight words 
 

Sight words are words that cannot always be figured out through looking at a picture or 

stretching out the sounds. They appear frequently in our books. It is important for your child to learn 

and practice these words and become automatic in identifying them. 

Here are a few ways to help your child learn their sight words: 

1. Write the words on index cards or paper to make flashcards for your child to review. 

2. Write the words your child needs to practice on sticky notes. Stick them in places 

where your child goes in your home. 

3. Write the words in the bathtub using soap crayons or foam letters. 

4. Take words your child is having difficulty with and go over them in the car while driving. 

5.  Lay the words flat on the floor in a path. Have your child read each word as they 

hop/follow the path. If you have stairs at home, put a word on each step and have 

your child say each words as they climb the stairs. 

6. Make two sets of word cards and play “Memory” or “Go Fish” with them. 

7. Write sight words on paper plates. Use them like a Frisbee to throw after reading the 

word. 

8. Use the words to play tic-tac-toe. Write the words in the spaces. Take turns selecting 

a space to read. If read correctly, an X or O is placed on the space until someone 

wins. 

9. Play BAM (a class favorite). Place the sight word flash cards along with a few cards 

that say “BAM” in an old coffee can/box. Take turns pulling a card out of the jar. If the 

word on the card is read automatically they get to keep the card. If it’s incorrect it 

goes back in the jar. If they pull a “BAM” card they have to put all the cards back in 

the jar.  

10. Write the words using play-doh, whipped cream, sand, salt, Popsicle sticks, chalk, etc.  

11. Write the words on index cards. Spread the cards out on a table or the floor. Call a 

word out and have your child use a fly swatter to hit the word. 


